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ARK-LA-TEX GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 4463 

Shreveport, Louisiana 71134-0463 
 

The Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association is a Section 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization incorporated in 
the State of Louisiana.  
 
The purpose of this organization is:  
 

 To collect, preserve and make available genealogical documents and records  
 To encourage an interest in genealogy and to sponsor educational programs for its development  
 To promote the Shreveport/Bossier City area as having significant resources for genealogical and 

historical research  
 To compile and publish a quarterly publication, The Genie, composed of records of genealogical 

and historical importance, helpful research information, and ancestral queries.  
 

The Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association meets on the second 
Saturday of each month from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm at the Broadmoor 
Branch Library, 1212 Captain Shreve Drive, Shreveport, LA 
 
The membership year is from January 1 through December 31 and dues 
are $20.00 annually for individual or same household family 
memberships.  Dues for those members joining in the last half of the 
year (July 1 - December 31) are $10.00.  Membership renewals are due 
by January 31 at the "whole year" annual rate. Payment may be made 
online through PayPal, by regular mail, or at regular meetings.  Refer to 
our website: altgenealogy.com/join.htm  for details. 
 

Statement of Publication:  The Genie is published on a quarterly basis and distributed electronically as 
a pdf document to members and subscribing institutions that have provided an email address.  The 
Association also participates in an exchange agreement with other organizations that publish similar 
genealogical publications.  Those publications that are received are donated to the Broadmoor Branch 
Genealogy Department of the Shreve Memorial Library.   
 
We welcome family history and genealogy research articles and records, especially those that are likely 
to be of an interest to others.   Some examples are family pedigree charts, cemetery surveys/records, 
family and community histories, and transcribed courthouse records.  We also accept articles describing 
a genealogical “brick wall,” as well as queries.  All submitted material should be typed or very plainly 
written and sent to our mailing address above or emailed to our editor at thegenie.editor@gmail.com .    
Please note that The Genie cannot be responsible for errors or inaccuracies, but will hasten to publish 
correction. 
 
Copyright Laws:  All who submit material from other sources should be aware of copyright 
restrictions.  When articles are obtained from another source, permission should be obtained from the 
author, compiler, or owner of the material being submitted and a statement to that effect provided.  Also, 
we encourage use of source citations when applicable.    
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Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association 

Board of Directors for 2018 

 President  Glenda Efferson Bernard glenda646@gmail.com  
 First Vice President  Sonja Webb sdwebb@bellsouth.net   
 Second Vice President  Reed Mathews reedmathews@yahoo.com   
 Treasurer  June Scholes jscholez@aol.com  
 Recording Secretary  Peggy LaCour suzanne.delacour@gmail.com 
 Editor  Sylvia Powers thegenie.editor@gmail.com  
 Trustee  Barbara Dean Kronenberg bdk@suddenlink.net   
 Trustee  Jim Johnson jjohnson747@suddenlink.net    
 Trustee  Johnnie Covington jhcov@aol.com 
 Trustee  Sarah White zeagler606@aol.com  
 Trustee  Beverly Bowers bbowers46@gmail.com   

 

Publications (The Genie) 

Editor  Sylvia Powers thegenie.editor@gmail.com  
Distribution  Glenda Efferson Bernard glenda646@gmail.com  
Compiler  Elaine Johnson elaine.johnson@suddenlink.net  
Exchange Reviewer  Reed Mathews reedmathews@yahoo.com   
Exchange Coordinator  June Scholes jscholez@aol.com  

 

ALTGA Committees 

Membership   June Scholes jscholez@aol.com  
Publicity  Jim Johnson jjohnson747@suddenlink.net  
Programs  Jim Johnson jjohnson747@suddenlink.net  
Finance  June Scholes jscholez@aol.com  
Seminar         Jim Johnson jjohnson747@suddenlink.net  
Education   Sonja Webb sdwebb@bellsouth.net  

 

Other ALTGA Key Points of Contact 

Refreshments Coordinator  Barbara Dean Kronenberg bdk@suddenlink.net 
Refreshments Coordinator  Sarah White zeagler606@aol.com  

Name Tags  June Scholes jscholez@aol.com 
Reception/Greeter  Suzanne Stimits slstimits@yahoo.com 
Website  Jim Johnson jjohnson747@suddenlink.net  

 

Visit our Website:  altgenealogy.com  

Visit Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/2033769780203514/ 

Email us at:  altgenassn@gmail.com  

Email articles for The Genie to: thegenie.editor@gmail.com 
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President’s Message 
Contributed by Glenda Efferson Bernard 

 

Greetings!  This third quarter of 2018 for the Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association is just 
another example of the resilience of our members!  It takes only a moment to recall that we have 
moved from “pillar to post” for these past few months for our monthly meetings, permanently 
moved from our physical “home” at the Randle T. Moore Center, and made arrangements to 
“settle in” at the Broadmoor Library in Shreveport for the duration.  That is quite a feat for a 
group of interested members and friends to support, often not knowing where we will gather 
from month to month.  Thank you ever so much for following our lead to stick together in 
enjoying our collective interest in genealogy. 

Meeting at Shreveport’s Betty Virginia Park in July, a large group shared the enthusiasm of Ms. 
Melissa Elrod, librarian at the R. W. Norton Art Gallery.  She informed us about the history of 
the gallery and especially about the oral history projects in which anyone can participate.  Sonja 
Webb, Education Committee chairperson, expertly explained the great benefits of the Family 
Group Sheet, and during the Horn Book session, she explained how to capitalize on its use.  
Sonja also encouraged everyone to complete a survey sheet depicting possible Horn Book topics 
for the future. 

What more can we say about the August seminar?  Jim Johnson, seminar coordinator, planned 
another super seminar.  It was very well received by citizens of the entire Ark-La-Tex!  Mr. 
Philip Adderley, genealogist extraordinaire, presented four topics which grabbed the attention of 
everyone there.  Elsewhere in this issue is a detailed account of more of the information which he 
shared with a Broadmoor United Methodist Pearce Auditorium packed house! We appreciate 
Phil for all of the many contributions to this day and to our organization at large. 

Fingers were crossed for the September meeting at the Betty Virginia Park recreation building!  
Rain was predicted for the fourth day of the week, but worse than that, a “Big Wheels” event for 
children was scheduled in the park for that day.  However, by noon, big-wheeled tractors and 
machinery were moving out, and the parking lot was virtually empty for our 1:00 p.m. 
beginning.  Our very special guest was Mr. Marty Loschen, curator for the Spring Street 
Museum.  He discussed “Keeping Shreveport’s History Alive:  An Overview of the Spring Street 
Historical Museum.”  His interest in archeology delighted everyone, and several members agreed 
to join in his “digging” activities.  Our Horn Book event was an excellent video by Dr. John 
Philip Colletta, “Genealogy Online-Gems and Junk.” 

Please stay tuned to our next quarter as we hope the roller coaster ride for our location will have 
ended for 2018, and continued “education, preservation, and service” will prevail! Thank you, 
again, for supporting our efforts to highlight family history in the Ark-La-Tex. 
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Periodical Exchange Review 
Contributed by Reed Mathews 

 
The Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association currently exchanges periodical publications with dozens 
of historical and genealogical organizations across the country.  These exchange publications are 
donated to the Genealogical Department at the Shreve Memorial Library.  It is the purpose of this 
column to make readers aware of these wonderful resources for the family historian by giving brief 
descriptions of the publications and their content. 
 
The Coweta Courier.  The Coweta Courier is the quarterly publication of the Coweta County 
(Georgia) Genealogical Society, which operates out of Newnan. The Spring 2018 issue has 24 
numbered pages that include a table of contents and an every-name index.   It is staple-bound with a 
card-stock cover.  Two black and white portraits accompany articles as illustrations.  Sources are 
cited throughout. 
 
The Coweta County Genealogical Society has several on-going projects to mine genealogical 
information from local sources.  This issue of The Courier presents the latest installments in these 
endeavors.  “Births in Coweta County from Miscellaneous Sources” gives information for people 
born in the county from 1932 to 1933.  “Deaths Occurring in Coweta County, GA” presents 
information for people who died in the county from 1895 to 1947 whose names are alphabetically 
between McWilliams and Mitchell.  Ted O. Brooke abstracts the local newspaper in his “The 
Newnan Herald Items of Genealogical Interest December 15, 1866 – December29, 1866.”  “Coweta 
County Deed Book A” presents land records from 1829 and 1830.  Many of these property 
transactions involve people from outside Coweta County. 
 
The Coweta Courier is a wonderful source of information for people who lived in Coweta County.  
Editor Debbie Meade Mapp and the membership of the CCGS are doing a great job in making these 
materials available to researchers everywhere. 
 
The Yell County Historical & Genealogical Association Bulletin.  The Yell County (Arkansas) 
Historical & Genealogical Association publishes The Bulletin from its base in Dardanelle, 
apparently semi-annually, now. Issue number 1 for 2018 contains 36 numbered pages and includes 
a table of contents but no index.  It is staple-bound with a card-stock cover.  Two dozen elegant 
period prints of mountain vistas, street scenes, businesses, homes, and churches illustrate this 
edition. Sources were cited for most of the material. 
 
This issue of The Bulletin provides a fair history of Yell in itself. In Wayne Banks’ article ”Indians 
and Agents,” readers learn that the region that is now Yell County was the territory of the Great and 
Little Osages and the Quapaw, but those bands of Cherokee were driven from their homes in the 
southeastern U.S. to contest these tribes for their land.  Banks further reports the early gold rush that 
brought Jean Lafitte and other speculators up the Mississippi and deep into the wilds of what 
became Yell County. Banks’ “Pioneers & Early Settlements” discloses that the origin of Dardanelle 
is murky, but by 1819, this first white settlement had been established on the site of an Indian 
village.   
 
Articles “Town of Danville,” “Bellville,” “Centerville,” “Chickalah,” “Havana,” “Ola,” “Ard 
Community,” “Oak Grove Community,” and “Riley Creek,” provide thumbnail histories of the 
towns of Yell County, but Banks mentions a score of other settlements from across the county. 
Other articles discuss the schools, the churches, and the businesses of the various communities.  

Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association Volume 52 No 3

altgenealogy.com 5



Noted in these pages are many of the families who developed Yell County.  According to Banks, 
the population of Yell County peaked at 26,488 in 1910.  “The great drought” and the Depression 
took their tolls on farmers, driving them to other parts of the country.  Many of the sturdy and proud 
Yell families have prospered, but many have done well to survive. 
 
The Yell County Historical & Genealogical Association Bulletin is a great resource for family 
researchers and a wellspring of local culture and history.  
 
 

 
 

The Big Green Umbrella 
Contributed by Johnnie Covington 

 

I started first grade at Fairfield Elementary School in Cedar 
Grove, Shreveport, in 1952. My teacher was Ms. Ora Belle 
Clinton, a tall silver-haired, very stern lady. The desks were dark 
brown and very old. They even had a hole to hold an ink bottle. 
The desks and their benches were fastened together in straight 
rows with what appeared to be wrought iron rails which were 
bolted to the oak plank floor. If Ms. Clinton had to leave the 
room, we little imps would rock the row of desks left and right, 
and soon you could see the big bolts being pulled out of the 
wood! 

 At reading time, part of the class would be moved to small 
wooden chairs which were arranged in a circle. Those not in the 
reading circle, remained at their desks working in their 

workbooks. Our little reading books were FUN WITH DICK AND JANE. Before asking us 
questions about the last Dick and Jane story, Ms. Clinton reminded us not to answer out but to raise 
our hands and be called on. I never have been very good at listening, so when Ms. Clinton asked 
what color was the big umbrella, I blurted out, “Green!” That was the right answer, but I had 
violated the rule. 

I was sent to the cloakroom, which was a very large closet across the back of the room. It was cold, 
dark, and gloomy in there, and I was crying. I don’t know how long I was in there by myself, but it 
seemed like a long time. One of my classmates, Charles Odom, a very cute little boy, came in to get 
his book satchel and galoshes because he was checking out of school early. Charles felt sorry for me 
so he gave me a kiss.  

Thank you, Ms. Clinton! 
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LEONARD K. – ANOTHER VANCE BACHELOR  
Contributed by Dale and Larri Jennings 

 
    
From 1840 through 1891, twelve Vance men from northwestern South Carolina migrated to 
Louisiana’s Bossier Parish and to Shreveport in Caddo Parish across the Red River.  All were 
single and related (representing three generations), and each made the move individually.  Seven 
remained bachelors.  All but Leonard K. have been identified or featured in previous issues of 
the Vance Family Association Newsletters. 
 
Three of the bachelors were doctors: James Washington (Wash), his nephew Rosborough 
Washington, and Norwood Kincaid.  The others were Norwood’s brother, Frank Hampton, 
Joseph Patillo, and Doctor Wash, Vance’s brother, Joseph Harrison (Harp), who later returned to 
South Carolina.  The last was Leonard K. Vance.  (In an earlier newsletter article, it was stated 
erroneously that Frank Hampton, who represented the Travelers Insurance Company in 
Shreveport, had lost his lawsuit against his employer over commissions, although he had in fact 
won.) 
  
William Edrington mentioned Leonard (L. K.) in his undated Edrington family history, published 
on March 3, 1901, in Winnsboro’s News & Herald of Fairfield County, SC.  Two of his sisters 
had married Vance brothers, David and William.  He wrote, in part:  “My second sister, 
Elizabeth, married William Vance, of Laurens County, in 1821.  He lived and died near Milton.  
He was industrious, honest and economical, a successful planter and worthy citizen.  He died 
about 1827, leaving nine children, quite a charge for my sister, but she brought them up to labor 
and taught them lessons of morality and economy.  She moved to Mississippi about the year 
1857 and died there a few years afterwards.  Her children moved to the West also, except the 
youngest, Susan, who married Richard Satterwhite and lived in Newberry, where she died since 
the war.  Carr E. Vance’s only daughter, Mrs. Kinard, died in Newberry County in 1885.  She 
was an estimable lady and left only one son, who is at school in Newberry.  One of her brothers, 
L. K., is on the farm she left; the other, Carr E. is living in Texas.”  (The first Carr E. was 
William’s son and Susan’s brother, and Leonard K. (L.K.), Carr Edrington, Jr., and Sarah E. 
(Mrs. Kinard) were siblings.  William actually left ten children.  He died in 1836 and his wife in 
1866.) 
 
Some interesting information about Leonard comes from a Caddo Parish court case in which 
Leonard was the defendant.  The transcript reveals that in August, 1891, Leonard K. Vance came 
to Shreveport from Columbia, South Carolina, by way of Timpson, Texas, saying that he was 
broke, unemployed, and a cousin to Calvin Vance.  Upon arrival in Shreveport, he had a little too 
much to drink and found himself next morning in a pile of hay behind Cooper's livery stable.  L. 
K. encountered policeman Boynton on the street and recounted how he had awakened to find 
most of his clothing and other property missing.  In response to his inquiry about employment, 
he was told that Mr. Monroe had a stock raising, planting, and mercantile operation ten miles 
from town and frequently hired extra hands.  Leonard was hired by Monroe with the 
understanding that his wages would be contingent on his work performance.  At the end of the 
week, he inquired about his pay and was told by his employer that he knew no more then about 
his worth than the day he hired him.  Leonard's foreman was equally unsuccessful in getting any 
determination about his wages but persuaded Leonard to stay on another week.  During the two-
week period, L. K. twice drew clothing and tobacco allowances, worth $5.30, from the plantation 
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store against his anticipated wages.  At the end of the second week, still with no resolution about 
his pay, Leonard sought other employment.  He was soon arrested and charged with violation of 
labor agreement and receipt of goods in conjunction therewith.  Upon his being placed in a jail 
room with a boy accused of theft, (and "Johnson," a suspected murderer), he summoned Mr. 
Herndon from his law office across the street.  He requested that lawyer Herndon contact a 
relative, Calvin Vance, in hopes that Calvin would make his bail.  Herndon learned that Captain 
Vance was across the river visiting one of his plantations.  The "Cotton Belt train" was delayed, 
but upon its arrival in Shreveport, he met with Calvin and relayed his anxious client's request, to 
which Cal unhesitatingly said, "Yes, I will go his bond."  Leonard Vance was acquitted, with an 
opinion by the court that a better case could have been made against Mr. Monroe, but since no 
such charges had been brought, the case was dismissed.  Leonard did bring suit against Monroe 
for malicious arrest, prosecution, and deprivation of liberty.  Monroe's defense was that he had 
contracted for Mr. Vance's services for a three-month period, after which time he was to be 
compensated.  This account did not stand the test of logic or witness testimony, and Leonard was 
awarded $200, although he had sued for $1,500.  Leonard was no doubt a "cousin" to Calvin, but 
research disclosed that he was more specifically the grandson of William McTeer Vance, a 
brother of Wash, Harp, and Allen Vance, the father of Calvin’s wife and cousin, Nina Vance 
(Calvin’s parentage is uncertain). 
 
It seems puzzling that Mr. Monroe, knowing that Leonard was related to a locally prominent and 
respected citizen, would have treated him so badly.  These excerpts from a laudatory 1898 
obituary tribute to Calvin may cast some light on this:  “There was no pretense about him.  
Deceit was foreign to him and he scorned it in others.  He was above petty littleness.  It merited 
and received his hearty contempt.”  William Calvin Vance may not have been liked by everyone 
he came in contact with. 
 
Leonard Vance became yard foreman for the Union Oil Company.  Its Shreveport Hamilton Mill 
pressed oil from cotton seed and produced cotton seed cake and meal for stock feed.  The 
evening Shreveport Journal reported on February 27, 1901, that L. K. Vance’s body had been 
found that morning in a closet (probably a janitor or furnace room) in the alley back of the 
Enders building on Sprague Street.  Sixty dollars and a watch were found on his body.  The 
coroner concluded that he had died a natural death.  Leonard, aged fifty, had been ill for several 
months suffering from heart trouble and other complications.  He had just gotten a six-month 
leave of absence and had stated his intent to go to Hot Springs, Arkansas.  His remains were 
turned over to the oil mill officials who would see to his proper interment.  He was buried on the 
following day in Shreveport’s Greenwood Cemetery.  The Journal reported that L. K., a native 
of Clinton, SC, had claimed to be related to the Vance family of Shreveport.  Leonard’s brother, 
Carr Vance of Mineola, Texas, enlisted Shreveport’s Dr. Norwood Vance, a cousin of the same 
generation, to act as administrator for the disposition of his meager estate. 
 
(Republished from the Vance Family Association Newsletter, Issue of Aug 2007. Larri Jennings, 
a past member, is descended from Allen, Nina, and William Calvin Vance.)        
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My Military Experience 
Contributed by Isabelle M. Woods 

 
The following article, "My Military Experience" was submitted to the LINEAGE publication, (Volume 
4, Issue 11) on November 2016, by USAF LTC (Retired) James M. Free.  Isabelle M. Woods, 
editor/publisher at that time, has given permission for the use of this article in THE GENIE. We are 
privileged to honor one of our outstanding veterans in our publication. Thank you for your service, Sir. 
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James M. Free 
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Peter Arts, My Dutch Ancestor 
Contributed by Elaine Johnson 

 
Peter Arts is my great-great-grandfather on my dad’s side of the family.  Arts is my maiden name, and I have 
been researching this name since 1997. My parents divorced when I was young, so I basically knew nothing 
about my dad’s side of the family.   
 
By the time I became interested, my dad was deceased.  My mother knew the names of his parents (Wilbur Arts 
and Florence Adrian), but she knew nothing beyond that. I called my dad’s sister, and she had her son send me 
some information which showed that Wilber’s parents were John Arts and Caroline Hennekens.  After some 
research, I found their marriage record that showed John’s father was Peter Arts, and mother was unknown.  
The 1860 census showed that John’s mother’s name was Catharina.  I found the marriage record for Peter Arts 
and Catherina Duclow.  It showed that Peter was from Holland, and Catharina was from Belgium. 
 
Peter Arts first appeared in the United States on the 1850 census in Newton, Cook County, Illinois.  He was 
living with the John B. Masy family.  Appearing on the census were John B. Masy, Madeline (from Holland), 
several children, Joseph Grimm (from France), and Peter Arts. Luckily at that time, Arts was a very rare 
surname.  If you search the entire 1850 census, you will find only one Peter Arts in the United States, and he 
was in Newton, Cook County, Illinois, aged 26, born Holland. 
 

 
 
Peter signed a Declaration of Oath on November 6, 1854, in Brown County, Wisconsin, that said he was born 
about 1824 in Holland and immigrated to the United States and landed at the Port of New York about 
September 1848.  
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I found a passenger list for the Maria Magdalena that showed P. Arts, age 23, farmer from Mook.  The date of 
the list was October 9, 1848.   Initially, I was not 100% sure that it was him.  The “P” could stand for anything.  
Further research has convinced me that it is him.  
 

 
 

 
His marriage record to Catharina Duclow says that he was born in Holland, and his parents are Henry (no last 
name, but I assume Arts) and Jane Coonen:   
 
 

 
 

Peter was on the 1860 census in Brown County, Wisconsin, with his wife Catharina and his son John 
(my great-grandfather). The John B. Masse family was also in Brown County, Wisconsin. 
 
Peter Arts signed up for the Civil War Draft two times.  In August 1862, he stated that he was married.  In 
August 1863, he said that he was single.  It is assumed that his wife Catharina either died, or they split up 
sometime between August 1862 and August 1863.  Even with considerable searching, I have never been able to 
find a death record for her, so I am not sure if she died, or if they split up.   
 
On the 1870 census, Peter was still in Brown County, but this time with Mary and John.  There was no 
indication on the 1870 census if they were married.  From birth records of the children of Peter and Mary, they 
probably married at least before 1872 (when the first child was born).    I have never found a marriage record, 
but each of the children’s records says they are the “child” of Peter Arts and Mary Hessel. 
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Peter and Mary had two young daughters who died in 1879 from diphtheria.  Mary Arts, age 11 months, died 
March 27, 1879.  Anna Arts, age 5, died April 7, 1879.  After I found their death records, I wondered if this 
could have been a stressor that split up the family. 
 
On March 1, 1880, Peter Arts and his wife Mary sold their land in Brown County.  I found Mary Arts with 
Margaret and Frederick, their two remaining children, on the June 23, 1880 census.  They were in a poor house 
in Brown County, Wisconsin.  But I could not find Peter.  I was not sure if he had died or just disappeared. 
 
So these are the things I knew for sure: 
 

 Immigrated to the US in 1848 from Holland (probably on the Maria Magdalena). 

 Was in Cook County, Illinois in 1850 (1850 Census). 

 Was in Brown County, Wisconsin by 1854 (Declaration of Oath). 

 Was on the 1855 Wisconsin State Census in Brown County. 

 Bought and sold land in Brown County, Wisconsin, between 1855-1857 (land records). 

 Married Catharina Duclow on February 15, 1858 (marriage record). 

 Bought Land in Brown County, Wisconsin, from the US Government in 1858 (land records). 

 Was the father of John Arts, born April 3, 1859 (birth record from the Catholic Church, which also 
showed Catharina’s maiden name). 

 Was on the 1860 Census in Brown County, Wisconsin, with Catharina and son John (1860 Census 
Record).  (Note:  The John B. Masse family was also in Brown County in 1860.) 

 Catharina probably died about 1863. (No record, but the Catholic Church said many records were 
missing from that time.) 

 Sold land in Brown County, Wisconsin, in 1865 (land records). 

 Bought land in 1865 and 1866 in Brown County, Wisconsin (land records). 

 Was on the 1870 census in Brown County, Wisconsin, with Mary and son John. He was listed as a 
citizen eligible to vote.  There is no indication as to whether he and Mary were married. (1870 Census 
Record). 

 Had a daughter Annie Margaret “Maggie,” born about 1872 (Sheryl Cseke, wife of a descendant of 
Margaret Arts). 

 Had a daughter Anna born, January 22, 1874 (death record). 

 Had a son Frederick Joseph, born October 7, 1877 (Sheryl Cseke, wife of a descendant of Margaret 
Arts). 

 Had a daughter Mary, born April 27, 1878 (death record). 

 Mary Arts died March 27, 1879 (death record). 

 Anna Arts died April 7, 1879 (death record). 

 Peter Arts and wife Mary Hessel sold their land in Brown County, March 1, 1880 (land records). 

 I can find Mary Arts with children Fred and Margaret on the 1880 Census (but not Peter). 

 Mary Hessel gave birth to their youngest child Maria Anna on September 26, 1880. (Sheryl Cseke, wife 
of a descendant of Margaret Arts). 
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A lot of the information above was found in 2002, when my husband and I took a trip to Brown County, 
Wisconsin. For the next 11 years, I kept trying to find Peter Arts.  The last thing I found was his land record 
when he sold his land in March 1880, but there were no clues as to where he went.  He was not on any census 
record after the 1870 census.  Since 2002, I have put out numerous queries and have searched every database 
that I could find.  I searched Ancestry.com countless times as well as familysearch.org.  I kept hoping 
someone would post something somewhere that would help me find him…all to no avail!  I did make contact in 
January 2012 with a descendant of Peter and his second wife.  She had information about their children that I 
did not have.  But she did not know where Peter had gone either.  Other than children's information, I had much 
more than she did. 
 
Then in March 2013, I found him!  My husband, Jim, subscribes to a genealogy newsletter that had an article 
about Door County, Wisconsin; they were putting their historical newspapers online.  When he sent me the link, 
I did not expect to find anything because everywhere I had searched turned up nothing.  But there he was—just 
one county away from Brown County!!  Door County was considering getting a railroad from Door County to 
Green Bay, Brown County.  Peter Arts was used as an example of how taxes would go up if they did that. His 
taxes had apparently doubled in Brown County after they got the railroad.  So, it appeared that he sold his 
property in Brown County and moved to Door County.  
 
In the fall of 2013, Jim and I took another trip to Wisconsin – this time to Door County.  It was reported in the 
newspaper that Peter Arts bought 80 acres of land on June 13, 1881, from E. C. Daniels.  I could find no deed 
for the transaction.  However, I did find a deed where John Arts (Peter’s son) bought 80 acres on June 14, 1881, 
from E. C. Daniels, described as E1/2 SE1/4 S13 T28 R26E (80 acres) for $725.00. 
 
From there, it gets a little complicated.  There are 11 different land transactions between John Arts and Peter 
Arts from June 14, 1881, until February 7, 1884, all involving the same 80 acres described above.  The final 
result was that John and his wife Caroline moved to Chippewa County, Wisconsin.  The land was Peter’s, and 
he sold it on February 7, 1884. 
 
Conclusion regarding my US Research:  I know that Peter Arts was born about 1824 in Holland, immigrated 
to the US in 1848, and that his parents were Henry and “Jane Coonen.”  He was in the U.S. on the 1850, 1860, 
and 1870 Censuses.  I know that he sold his land in Brown County on March 1, 1880, and was not on the 1880 
census.  I found him again in June 1881 in Door County, but when he sold his land on February 7, 1884, he 
once again disappeared. I did not know if he had died in Door County or if he had gone to Chippewa County 
(where John was) and died there or somewhere in between.  I even wondered if he went back to the 
Netherlands.  Who knows?  Well, now I DO! 
 

******************************** 
 
Recently on one of my genealogy Facebook sites, someone posted a link to a good Dutch website called 
WieWasWie.   https://www.wiewaswie.nl/en/search/?advancedsearch=1   It’s a wonderful website if you have 
Dutch ancestors.  The site is in Dutch, but you can click on EN at the top to convert most of it to English.  I still 
had to use google translate for a lot of the words.  It can be searched for free.  But I invested in the $20.00 
subscription because it allows you to search with two people at the same time.  This is a really helpful feature 
for finding families.   
 
I also learned that FamilySearch.org recently uploaded about 29,000,000 original Dutch Records. 
(Unfortunately, they are in Dutch.) FamilySearch also has some really good videos regarding researching 
Dutch ancestors.  There are a couple in particular that I found really helpful with regard to WieWasWie.com. 
Basically, it shows how WieWasWie and FamilySearch work together to find the original documents.  This is 
the link to those videos:  https://www.familysearch.org/ask/landing?show=lessons&search=Netherlands    
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The first thing I searched for in WieWasWie was “Peter Arts in Mook.”  I found a Peter Arts, age 71, who died 
May 25, 1895, son of Hendrikus Arts and Johanna Koenen.  It said he was born in Groesbeek, Gelderland 
Province.  His age at date of death would make his birth year about 1824.  This seemed to be a good match as I 
knew that Peter Arts was born about 1824 and that his parents were Henry and “Jane Coonen” 
 
I continued to search using this website.  I searched for Peter Arts in Groesbeek.  I found Peter Arts born 
March 23, 1825, son of Johan Henrich Arts and Johanna Koenen.  I then searched for Johan Henrich Arts and 
found a marriage record and a couple more children.  Using those records I have put together the following 
family: 
 

******************************* 
    
Johan Henrich Arts was born March 4, 1782, in Kleve, Germany.  He was the son of Lambertus Arts and Maria 
Elisabeth Stoffelen.  Johan Henrich Arts married Johanna Koenen on September 22, 1824, in Groesbeek, 
Gelderland, Netherlands. The marriage record said that Johan Henrich was the widower of Petronella Derks.  
He died February 4, 1853, in Mook, Limburg, Netherlands, at the age of 73.  (Records varied his name from 
Johnan Henrich to Hendrikus, Hendricus, and Jan Hendrik, but they are always paired with Johanna Koenen, 
so I know it is the same person.) 
 
Johanna Koenen was born February 6, 1787, in Wyler, Germany.  She was the daughter of Gerardus Koenen 
and Johanna Walters.  She was the widow of Christiaan Loeffen.    Johanna Koenen died April 5, 1878, in 
Groesbeek, Gelderland, Netherlands.  (Note that Kleve and Wyler, Germany are right on the border of the 
Netherlands.) 
 
Below is the index/abstract of their marriage from WieWasWie.com   (Note: using this you can find the 
original record on FamilySearch. The information in parentheses and italics are my notes from translating the 
word.)  

BS Huwelijk met Johan Henrich Arts (wedding) 

Groom Johan Henrich Arts 
Profession Landbouwer  (farmer) 
Bride Johanna Koenen 
Profession landbouwster (farmer) 
Father of groom Lambertus Arts 
Profession arbeider (worker) 
Mother of the groom Maria Elisabeth Stoffelen 
Profession geen beroep vermeld (no profession 
given) 
Father of bride Gerardus Koenen 
Profession arbeider (worker) 
Mother of the bride Johanna Walters 
Profession geen beroep vermeld  (no profession 
given) 
Event Huwelijk (wedding) 

Event date 22-09-1824 
Event place Groesbeek  
Document type BS Huwelijk 
Institution name Gelders Archief 
Institution place Arnhem 
Collection region Gelderland 
Archive 0207 
Registration number 4530 
Source number 15 
Registration date 22-09-1824  
Certificate place Groesbeek 
Collection Groesbeek 
Opmerking weduwnaar van Petronella Derks -- 
weduwe van Christiaan Loffen  (Note: widower of 
Petronella Derks – widow of Christiaan Loffen). 

 
 
The record states that both of them had a previous marriage.  It appears the Henricus Aarts and Petronella Derks 
had a daughter, Theodora.  Maria Stoffelen was the witness.  I found Theodora’s christening record, but I have 
yet to find out anything else about her.   
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Johanna Koenen and Christiaan Loeffen had at least five children:   
 
Petronella (1811), Gerardus (Jan 24, 1814-Sept. 3, 1875), Johanna (Feb. 29, 1816 - ),  
Maria (1818 - Mar 4, 1912), and Christina (Sept. 18, 1822 – Feb 6, 1890)…(born after the death of 
Christiaan Loeffen). 
 
Johan Henrich Arts and Johanna Koenen had three children:     
 

1. Peter Arts, born March 23, 1825, in Groesbeek, Gelderland, Netherlands.  Died May 25, 1895, in 
Mook, Limburg, Netherlands.   Birth:  https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-62KH-
S79?i=366&wc=Q84W-BTM%3A299981601%2C299951301&cc=1949343   (see No. 30, bottom of left 
page). 
 

2. Hendrina Arts, born December 28, 1827, in Groesbeek, Gelderland, Netherlands.  Died March 10, 
1835, (age 7) in Mook, Limburg, Netherlands.   
 

3. Gertruida Arts, born July 20, 1830, in Mook, Limburg, Netherlands.  Died May 19, 1907, in Mook, 
Limburg, Netherlands.  I cannot find any evidence that she ever married.  
 
I am sure this is the family of my Peter Arts. 

 
**************************************** 

 
After I had done the research on the WieWasWie website, I joined a Dutch Genealogy Facebook site.  I posted 
what I knew from the U.S. and what I had found on WieWasWie.com and asked if there were any way to prove 
or disprove my theory.    
 
They were SO helpful.  I cannot say enough good things about them.  If you have Dutch ancestors, definitely 
check them out.  Almost all of them with whom I corresponded live in the Netherlands, speak very good 
English, and were so excited to help.  All of the information below was on FamilySearch, but I had no idea 
how to find it OR read it after I found it.  I would not be to this point without their help. 
 
I have already discussed the records that I found in the United States as well as the indexes for the birth, 
marriage, and death records that I found from the Netherlands.   I learned a lot with the help of the Dutch 
Genealogy Facebook Group and have found many original records.  Now I will show how they all fit like pieces 
of a puzzle and why I think it is the same family. 
 

 
 

**************************************** 
 

Records from the Netherlands. 
 
 

The Netherlands has records that are called Population Registers (Bevolkingsregister).  They are very similar to 
U.S. Census records, but they tell more of a story. They list full names (including the maiden name of the 
spouse), dates of birth, place of birth, and when they moved to or from a particular address.  When they move 
from an address, they are crossed off and annotated as to where they moved.  If they died, it shows their date of 
death.  
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1. So the first record is the 1849-1860 Population Register: 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G936-LV1?i=58&cc=2018408  
 

 
 
Note that this record (most likely dated 1849) shows that Peter was living with the John B. Masse (age 
32)  family, including Madeline Masse (age 31) and Joseph Grimm (age 38) (who was born in Ryssel, a 
city in Northern France).  
 
Note how all their names are crossed off.  To the far right it says “This household moved to North 
America in 1848.”  Also note that Peter says he was born March 29, 1824, in Groesbeek.  His actual 
birth record says he was born March 23, 1825 – and there is no other Peter Arts born in 1824. As per the 
person who sent this information, Peter’s occupation was “tobacco carver”.   
 
 
 

2. Next is the passenger list of the Maria Magdalena.  After I found the information above, I looked at the 
listing again to see if I could find the Masse Family.  I found this (last entry on the passenger list). 
 

 
 
Note that it says Mr. Massy (age 32), Mrs. Massy (age 31), and J. Grimm (age 38) are all from Holland.  
I am certain this is the same family listed on the 1849 Population Register above, which indicates to me 
that P. Arts that I mentioned earlier IS Peter Arts. 
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3. Now look again at the 1850 Census in Cook County, Illinois: 
 

 
 
It lists John B. Masy, Madeline M. Masy, Joseph Grimm (from France), and Peter Arts.  This is clearly 
Peter Arts living with the same family who was listed in the Mook 1849 Dutch Population Register.  So 
I am 100% sure that Peter Arts, born in Groesbeek, Gelderland, Netherlands, was living with the Masse 
family in Mook, immigrated with them to the U.S. on the Maria Magdalena in September/October 
1848, and was living with them in Cook County, Illinois, on the 1850 census.   
 
If I were putting all of this into chronological order this would be the beginning of the story.  But for me, 
it was found many years after I knew the history of Peter Arts in the United States.  So knowing that he 
emigrated to the U.S. in 1848 from Holland; sold his land in Wisconsin on March 1, 1880; and was not 
on the 1880 Census:  WHERE WAS PETER ARTS IN 1880?   
 
I went back to the Dutch records that were found by the Dutch Genealogy Facebook Group: 
  

4. This was described to me as a list of “Incoming Persons”. 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L936-LTX?i=77&cc=2018408  
 

 
 

Description of the Declaration:  April 6, 1880 
Names and first names: Arts, Peter 
Number of Person in his Family:  1 male 
Housing (Street, Canal etc., neighborhood and house)?? 
Previous Place of Residence:  North America 
Declaration with or without 
Signature of change of actual residence: none 
Duplicate of the certificate: none. 
 

Note that Peter Arts came into the Netherlands from North America on April 6, 1880—just after 
the land was sold in Brown County, Wisconsin, on March 1, 1880. 
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5. This is the 1880-1890 Population Register:  https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L936-
2P3L?i=263&cc=2018408  

 

 
 
Peter Arts is living with his half-sister Maria Loeffen (daughter from the first marriage of Johanna 
Koenen and Christiaan Loeffen) and Gertruida Arts (daughter from the second marriage of Johanna 
Koenen and Hendrickus Arts).  Peter is described as Maria Loeffen’s “half-brother,” and it says that 
Peter arrived April 6, 1880.  So this is the same Peter Arts that was on the “incoming persons” from 
North America noted above. 
 
He is again using born March 29, 1824, in Groesbeek as his date and place of birth.  This is the same 
date and place of birth that was used on the earlier Population Register when he was with the Masse 
family.  Since I am 100% sure that the Peter Arts who was living with the Masse family is my Peter 
Arts, this date and place of birth convinces me that this is also my Peter Arts. 

 
6. I am 100% sure that he was in Door County, Wisconsin, from 1881 to 1884.  That is proved by 

newspaper articles, land records, and a Maintenance Bond that was signed between Peter and 
John/Caroline Arts.  All the documentation says at the bottom that he “Personally Appeared.”  
Therefore, I knew that he had to have made another trip back to the United States. 

 
A record was found for P. Aarts who sailed from Liverpool, England, to New York, New York, on the 
City of Paris.  The passenger list is dated April 25, 1881.  I know that passenger lists were created after 
the ship docked. Again I know that the P could stand for anything. but I think it is entirely possible that 
this is my Peter Arts and that he returned to the United States just before he was found in Door County 
in June 1881.  Note that the age is correct (age 56, farmer, from USA).  The 1870 census shows that he 
was a citizen, so it would be correct to say that he was from the USA.  Per Marianne (on the Dutch 
Genealogy Facebook Group), it was very common for people from the Netherlands to travel to a variety 
of places (including Liverpool), before completing their travels to the United States. 
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So far, we have not located a document showing that he returned to the Netherlands after February, 1884, but I 
am confident that it will be found. 
 
 

7. The next record that found in the Netherlands was the 1890 - 1931 Population Register:  
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-9936-LSV7?i=94&cc=2018408  

 

 
 

Peter is again listed with Maria Loeffen and Gertruida Arts.  He again uses the date of birth March 29, 
1824, and place of birth as Groesbeek.  Gertruida is listed as Maria’s half-sister.  Peter is listed as 
Maria’s half-brother.   Note the dates of death in the last completed column on the right page. 
 

8. Peter Arts died May 25, 1896, in Mook, Limburg, Netherlands.  I have both the index records for this 
from WieWasWie as well as original records from familysearch.org (below) 
 
Death https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-1H9L-
18?i=130&wc=10723738&cc=2026214   (see No. 11 on the right page) 
 
Mieke Roukens (Dutch Genealogy) gave me the basic information from the death record:  “It's a death 
record of 25 May 1895. The declarants are Jacobus Derks, 55 years old, farmer, living in Mook, and 
Adolf van den Bulck, 46 years old, without profession, living in Mook. The first mentioned 
"behuwdneef" (is the nephew-in- law) of the deceased. They reported the death of Peter Arts, not 
married, 71 years old, without profession, born in Groesbeek, living in Mook, son of the late couple 
Hendrikus Arts, farmer in Mook and Johanna Koenen, without profession, who has lived in Groesbeek. 
Peter died 25 May 1895, three o'clock in the afternoon in the municipality of Mook. Jacobus Derks 
couldn't sign the record because he never learned to write.” 

 
Mieke Roukens also reported that “Jacobus Derks was married to Johanna Loeffen, daughter of 
Gerardus Loeffen and Gertruij Martens. Gerardus was a son of Johanna Koenen and Christiaan 
Loeffen.” So Jacobus was a nephew-in-law of Peter.” 

 
So this is my final conclusion:  
 
Peter Arts was born March 23, 1825, in Groesbeek, Gelderland, Netherlands, (in spite of his consistently using 
March 29, 1824); was the son of John Henrich Arts and Johanna Koenen; immigrated from the Netherlands to 
the U.S. in 1848; returned to Netherlands in April 1880; made another trip back to the United States in April 
1881; and, undoubtedly, returned to the Netherlands sometime after February, 1884.  He died May 25, 1895, in 
Mook, Limburg, Netherlands. 
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I have little doubt that I have finally solved the puzzle of Peter Arts; however, there is still one piece missing.  
Peter Arts died in Mook, Limburg, Netherlands, so he would have had to return to the Netherlands after he sold 
his land in Door County, Wisconsin.  I have not yet been able to find that record, but am continuing to look. 
 
To sum it up:  I know there is nothing here that actually proves this is my Peter Arts, except that ALL the pieces 
fit. Arts (and variations of the name Arts) is an uncommon name in the United States, particularly in the mid to 
late 1800s.  In the U.S. Census records, I have never found another Peter Arts (or any other name that starts 
with “P”) who even comes close to being born in 1824 in the Netherlands – or anywhere else.  Likewise, I have 
found the same thing in the Netherlands.  There are many Peter Arts in the Netherlands, but there is no other 
Peter Arts that has the correct age and parents’ names. 
 

1. U.S. Records say that he was born about 1824 in Holland; the actual birth record says March 23, 1825, 
but he consistently claimed March 29, 1824.  There were a couple of Peter Arts born in 1824 in the 
Netherlands, but not in Groesbeek, and the parent’s names were not even close to being correct.  So it 
appears that he was consistently using a wrong date of birth. 

2. His marriage record says his parents are Henry (presumed Arts) and Jane Coonen.  The parents for Peter 
Arts in the Netherlands are Johan Henrich Arts (aka Hendricus and Hendrik) and Johanna Koenen. (The 
pronunciation of Koenen sounds like Coonen.) 

3. The Mook Population Register from 1849, the ship record for the Maria Magdalena, and the U.S. 1850 
census all show Peter Arts from Mook with the John B. Masse family and Joseph Grimm.  I know that 
Peter Arts on the 1850 Census is mine.  So I am sure that Peter Arts on all these records is mine. 

4. No one in the Dutch Genealogy Group has been able to find this Peter Arts in the Netherlands between 
1848 and 1880. 

5. He sold his land on March 1, 1880, in Brown County, Wisconsin, and was not found anywhere on the 
1880 census (even though his wife and children were). From March 1, 1880, until June 13, 1881, I can 
find no record of him in Wisconsin. 

6. Dutch records show that Peter Arts arrived in the Netherlands on April 6, 1880, from North America.  
Once there, he consistently used a date and place of birth of March 29, 1824, in Groesbeek.  He was 
living with the family that I would expect to find him with, Gertruida Arts and half-sister Maria Loeffen.  

7. Although the ship’s listing for the City of Paris only shows P. Aarts, his age and place where he came 
from are correct.  Remember that after years of searching, I have only found one Peter Arts in the U.S. 
who was born about 1824. There is no other Peter Arts (or any P Arts/Aarts) that age from the USA.  He 
arrived in New York before April 25, 1881, and by June 13, 1881, he was in Door County, Wisconsin.   

8. He would have had to return to the Netherlands after February 1884, because he died May 25, 1895, in 
Mook, Limburg, Netherlands.  The return to the Netherlands record has not been located yet, but I have 
no doubt that I will someday find it. 

 
I have never had things fall into place the way this one has. It has been like putting a puzzle together.  I have 
been researching Peter Arts many years, and I am sure I have found what became of him.  Of course, I plan to 
keep researching.  I am sure there is more to find. 
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If you have ancestors from the Netherlands, there are some really good resources out there to help you.  I never 
thought I would be able to do research in another country due to language issues.  But I have found that the 
Dutch Genealogy Facebook group is very English literate and very eager to help. 

The Dutch records are quite good.  Some interesting things that I have found out about those records:  

1. The Netherlands is very small, less than twice the size of New Jersey.  In 1811, they began Civil 
Registration.  It is claimed that all of their records from this point are online but not all are indexed. There 
are records prior to that point, but they may or may not be online.  It appears that they also have good 
archives for each Province. 

2. WieWasWie.com is an excellent resource.  Most of it can be in English, and the way the records are indexed 
can help you find the original records on FamilySearch.org. 

3. FamilySearch.org has these (Dutch) records online.  And the Dutch Genealogy Facebook Group has been 
excellent about finding these records and then interpreting them for me.  FamilySearch also has some 
extraordinary tutorials regarding Dutch Research (including finding records prior to 1811). 

4. Another good resource is https://www.openarch.nl/.  This website is also in English.  The advanced search 
gives you the option of searching for two names at the same time.  Instructions for using this website are on 
the FamilySearch.org link given earlier. 

5. The Population Registers starts with 1849. I am providing a couple of links for this one.  These records are so 
good, much like our census records, only better!  Be sure to scroll down on the second one as it has several 
links with information regarding how helpful these records can be with Dutch research:  
https://www.dutchgenealogy.nl/population-registers/  
https://www.dutchgenealogy.nl/?s=population+registers  

6. If you want to change your residence in the Netherlands, it is mandatory to officially register this with the 
local authorities (city hall) of your current residence. They issue a certificate of relocation (getuigschrift van 
verandering van werkelijke woonplaats), a copy/duplicate of this is to be handed over to the city hall of your 
new residence. Nowadays this is done digitally. This is really helpful to determine where people have gone, 
or where they are from. This information is also recorded on the Population Registers. 

7. Marriage Supplements (Huwelijksbijlagen) are documents that a bride and groom had to submit to prove 
identity and eligibility to get married. They often included birth records, proof that the groom fulfilled his 
military duties, and the death records of any predeceased spouses or parents. These records are a great place 
to look for information on your ancestors and can often point you to other records to look for as well!  The 
following link will tell you all about them:  https://www.dutchgenealogy.nl/marriage-supplements/   

8. The wife’s maiden name.  Did you know that in the Netherlands, women are required by law to use their 
maiden name on any legal documents?  They can take their husband’s name for everyday use, but they are 
required to record their maiden name on legal documents, including the Population Registers.  All the people 
in the Dutch Genealogy Facebook group agreed that it makes it really easy to trace their female ancestors.  I 
wish that were the law here. 

9. Learning to read just a little bit of Dutch is helpful – and Dutch is very different from English.  The Dutch 
Genealogy Group has been really helpful, but I have done quite a bit on my own.  For records that are 
printed, it is fairly easy to use Google translate to find out what the records are about, but the written words 
are harder, just as in the USA. So I have contacted a certified genealogist and am planning to pay to have 
the major records that I found translated.  I know basically what they say, but I would love to be able to read 
all of it.  Depending on how that goes, I may actually decide to hire him to see what else he can find. 

 

I have no doubt that I have barely scratched the surface on resources for Dutch research, but I hope that these 
will help you.   
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Genealogy Mystery Story With an Ark-La-Tex Connection 
Contributed by Diane Tipton 

 
Diane Tipton, in Helena, Montana, is searching for information and personal contacts that might 
help her locate 24 notebooks filled with research on the Tipton Family. The notebooks represent 
the life work of her grandfather Charles Junius Tipton, also of Helena, Montana. Charles Tipton 
is credited in the book, The Tipton Family History, composed by W. Hord Tipton, as an 
important contributor.  
 
After Charlie Tipton passed on, Ema and Ennis Tipton of Bossier City requested in 1967 that the 
notebooks be sent to them for printing and duplication. Letters from Ema Tipton to the Montana 
Tiptons indicate that the notebooks arrived in Louisiana safely and that work had begun on them. 
Here is the mystery...the 24 notebooks apparently were not duplicated in Louisiana nor returned 
to Montana. There appears to be no mention of them in The Genie quarterlies, and they cannot be 
found by librarians in the genealogical collection at the Shreve Memorial Library where 
Ark-La-Tex members were so diligently working at the time to build up an outstanding 
genealogical reference library.  
 
So the mystery remains. What happened to these 24 valuable notebooks, the lifework of one very 
dedicated and talented man? Miss Tipton would like to know so she can digitally link all the 
many other journals, letters, and Tipton memorabilia she has inherited via a Tipton genealogy 
website for that purpose.   
 
Note:  Ennis and Ema Tipton were active members of the Association from the 1960’s until 
Mrs. Tipton’s death in 1986 and Mr. Tipton’s death in 1993. 
 
Included are examples of the type of notebooks that are missing.  The notebooks are believed to 
be 3 ring cloth bound and possibly of a denim blue or army green color. 
 

 
 
If any Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association members or their friends knew Ema and/or Ennis 
Tipton between 1967 and 1993, remember any details from that time period, or know the 
whereabouts of (or what happened to) the 24 Tipton notebooks, please contact Diane Tipton by 
phone: 406-457-8474 or email: Tipton1968@icloud.com  Miss Tipton hopes, in locating the 
notebooks, to help ensure her grandfather’s research is made as widely available as possible. 
 
Identities of anyone offering information will be kept strictly confidential. 

Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association Volume 52 No 3

altgenealogy.com 29

mailto:Tipton1968@icloud.com


Sometimes We Learn Too Late 
Contributed by Glenda Efferson Bernard 

“I think you need to wear a sweater today.”  My grandmother’s words will never be forgotten. Those were the 
most directive words I have ever heard her say!  She was quiet, kind, and considered herself a guest in my 
parents’ home.  I remember winters when my grandmother left her rural home in Livingston Parish, Louisiana, 
to spend those months with us in our tiny, two-bedroom, wood-framed house in the city.  Most family members 
viewed her in her twilight years as soft spoken and so very agreeable.  She did not appear to be assertive or 
opinionated, and definitely was not argumentative.   

The pleasant, soft-spoken grandmother who just always seemed to “be there,” was in fact, a woman before her 
time.  Sadly, her redeeming qualities have only come to light to me within the last decade as I researched her 
life more thoroughly. 

Ms. Myrtle Eve Watts Smiley (1895-1983) was reared by endearing, Christian parents in a very small, rural 
community in south Louisiana.  She was taught to always look her best and act like a lady.  That she did!  She 
married Lorin C. Smiley, thirteen years her senior, and together they reared five children. They lived closer to 
her husband’s family, and she seemed to be more involved with the Smiley side of the family due to the closer 
proximity.  The Smileys were of solid stock, helpful to all in the area, but did not share the same religious fervor 
as Myrtle.  I’ve often wondered if she regretted her marriage for this very reason.  Perhaps she did not complain 
about this difference as she felt that she knew that fact before the marriage.  This possibility would seem to “fit” 
with her overall “logical,” personal demeanor. 

She was an excellent cook, seamstress, and rather fastidious lady of the house.    Her tea cakes and six-layer, 
lemon cake from “scratch,” of course, were memorable by all who tasted them.  When a hog was slaughtered, 
nothing was destroyed.  Myrtle did her part to cook or preserve it all.  She could make the most attractive 
dresses, pants, and jackets without the use of a pattern.  She directed chores for every child and made certain 
that they were done well.  Myrtle also knew how to handle grief.  Losing a six-year-old child to diphtheria and 
helping her husband to deal with the depression which followed, must have been a difficult task. 

 She was quite the business woman!  During the 1920s, Myrtle’s home was altered to make way for an entrance 
to a community post office.  She became the first postmistress in Frost, Louisiana.  This venture made possible 
extra income to provide opportunities for her children.   As another example of her business prowess, her father, 
William Hardy Watts, had left each of his children a portion of his old home place.  Myrtle engaged the Sun Oil 
Company to drill the first oil well in Livingston Parish on her property.  Although oil was not found, this 
pioneering venture displayed her valiant spirit.  Women seldom had activities that paid real money in those 
days!   

She saved enough of her earnings to send her daughter to Spencer Business College in New Orleans until she 
graduated.  Her vision was that women would soon move into the workforce, and she didn’t want her children 
to be left out.  She encouraged education.  A son served in World War II, helped liberate Dachau, and earned 
the Purple Heart during his service to our country.  He later received his doctoral degree from Louisiana State 
University.  She and her widowed daughter had a chicken farm built next to her home which provided income 
from eggs and chickens.  Her youngest was given freedom from country life to move to the city to live in an 
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apartment in order to work in a war-related business.  These attitudes and actions by a female did not happen 
often in American rural families prior to the 1940s.  

Myrtle Watts Smiley was more than a demure, reserved homemaker, wife, and mother.  She was the motivator, 
engineer, and tireless provider that this grandchild never really knew!  As many family historians have said, “If 
we had only thought to ask our grandparents about their upbringing, what a better place we would be in our 
understanding and research!”  My grandmother would probably have loved telling me all of the wonderful 
things I wish I knew today.  Oh how I long to have had enough foresight to show my appreciation for her 
insight and care of her family.  How delightful it would have been to have given her more attention and respect 
when the opportunity was there.   

Sometimes we learn valuable lessons too late in life!  My gratitude is overwhelming just to have learned of 
these admirable feats in Myrtle Smiley’s life.  My family may never fully realize the great depths of 
determination, resilience, and tenacity within this grandmother of substance, but I am forever thankful to have 
known her! 

Myrtle Watts Smiley, about 80 years old. 

 

 

Myrtle Eve Watts, about age 16 years 
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August Genealogy Seminar 
 Contributed by Jim Johnson 

 
Our annual seminar, held on August 11, 2018, was a huge success with a record attendance.  Every 
seat was filled.  We were fortunate to have Philip Adderley as our guest speaker. He holds dual 
national British and American citizenship and has over 40 years of archival and genealogical 
research experience.  Mr. Adderley earned a certification from the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists in 2009 and served a five-year term as a Certified Genealogist, CG®.  He also is a 
former president of the Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association.  We were fortunate, as well, to have 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers with us again this year hosting the book fair.  Their local 
management team assembled and offered a large selection of genealogy books for sale.  
 
 Mr. Adderley’s first lecture was titled “From 'Baby' Genealogist to Older (Wiser?) Genealogist: 
Key Tips & Tricks Along the Way.” He described how he made lots of errors his first 27 years as a 
researcher by following the “learn-as-you-go’ method.  In later years, his research became more 
focused using techniques he learned while enrolled in various structured genealogical courses. He 
then implemented measures to insure his work met the stringent requirements outlined in the 
Genealogical Proof Standards which are adopted by the Board for Certification of Genealogists.   
During this session, he offered numerous tips and suggestions to insure those standards are met. 
 
The second lecture was “Five Basic Strategies for Research in the South.” Successful research in 
the southern colonies and states is a challenge to anyone trying to prove parent-child relationships 
and substantiate family histories.  Several factors that make research in the South unique were 
explained.  Some of those factors include religion, Indian cessions, migration patterns, and racial 
and ethnic considerations.  For effective research in the South, the following five areas of research 
should be a priority: migration, land records, tax records, legal records, and military research. 
 
The third lecture was "____ward Ho!" Basics: Finding & Tracking Early American Settlers pre-
1850.”  Research prior to 1850 offers many challenges.  While most American settlers moved in a 
westward direction, many pre-1850 settlers migrated northward, southward, and sometimes 
eastward.  Most migrations occurred in small groups banded together for protective security and 
collective assistance.  Federal censuses prior to 1850 did not list names of family members other 
than the head of household.  During this period, use of alternative records, such as land records, tax 
lists, and military records are vital to determine locations and migration patterns of early settlers. 
  
The last lecture of the day was "____ward Ho!" Case Examples: Finding & Tracking Early 
American Settlers pre-1850.”  This lecture focused on a case study using the information that was 
presented in the previous lecture.  
 
This year's seminar brought attendees from Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas.  Mr. 
Adderley is an excellent speaker and well versed in all facets of genealogy research. He provided us 
with proven tips and tricks to prove relationships and establish kinships.  He also advised us how to 
make the best use of available tools and records to arrive at conclusions which meet Genealogical 
Proof Standards.     
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Digging for your Roots at Haynes Cemetery 
Contributed by Patsy Roberts 

 
Patsy Roberts contributed this article to the Springhill Press and News Journal, June 7, 2018.  It 
is used with her permission. 
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Contributed by Johnnie Covington 

                                                                  
Member Peggy LaCour was born into an Army Air Corps family at Honolulu, Hawaii.  She has 
lived on three continents, but when her father retired, he moved the family back to Pollock, 
Louisiana, where Peggy graduated from high school.  She attended Northeast in Monroe, LA, 
and graduated with a degree in psychology in 1969.  Peggy went to work for the State of 
Louisiana in foster care, welfare, adoptions, and mental health, then she earned her master's 
degree in social work.  In 1986, she was licensed as a Clinical Social Worker.  Peggy then was 
the program director at a psychiatric hospital, worked at a counseling agency, and for mental 
health services, both inpatient and outpatient. 
 
Peggy has a son who is a physician who has a family practice in Bossier City.  There are five 
grandchildren; the youngest is in the eighth grade. 
 
Peggy enjoys ballet and movement and has been involved with a dance studio in 
Shreveport.  She is an avid reader and likes nonfiction and mysteries.  Peggy loves documentary 
films and goes to a documentary film festival in Hot Springs, Arkansas, every year.  She has 
even been involved in deciding what will be shown at the festivals. 
 
Peggy has done a lot of research about her maiden name, LaCour, and knows that in about 1722, 
Nicholas LaCour came from France to Louisiana.  Peggy’s mother’s maiden name is Appleton, 
which is English.  The Appletons came from England to Massachusetts in the 1600s.  Peggy’s 
Swiss ancestor named Felder enabled her to be in the DAR since Felder was a Revolutionary 
War soldier from South Carolina.  Other names in the family tree are Barron and Cable.  
 

 
 

Member Brenda Kelly lives in Shreveport and is retired from Kodak.  Her territory for Kodak 
was the entire West Coast including Alaska, so she has traveled there extensively.  Brenda has 
visited London twice—once on the Concorde and once on the QEII.  
 
When not traveling, she enjoys caring for her two cats and her dog, sewing, knitting, and walking 
two miles a day.  Brenda is a member of two book study groups, and she prefers reading fiction.  
 
Brenda is interested in researching her maiden name, Englehart, and her mother’s maiden name, 
Hochmuth.  She knows that her ancestors came from Germany into the Houston, Texas, area.  
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Member Leonard Gresens works for Cornerstone Financial Services, where he sells life and 
health insurance, does financial planning, and helps senior citizens understand Medicare and 
supplemental plans.  He is a native "Shreveporter" who graduated from Woodlawn, attended 
Louisiana Tech, and studied one semester at Tulane.   
 
Leonard is a huge LSU fan and plans to take his fourteen-year-old granddaughter to the LSU-
Tech game September 29th.  Leonard spends a lot of time with his six- year-old grandson.  Their 
Saturdays together are called “Papa and Pancakes,” and Leonard always squeezes in a history 
lesson of some sort.  
 
Leonard is interested in learning more about his name Gresens and his grandmother’s name, 
Ladwig.  He is planning a trip to Rochester, N.Y. to learn more.  Leonard’s mother is a Fiduccia 
(which has at least four spellings) and many of the Fiduccias are from Cefalu and Messina, 
Sicily.  There are many Sicilian immigrants in Shreveport and New Orleans.  Leonard is active in 
the Cefalutanna Society in New Orleans, which is a benevolent society for those who emigrated 
from Sicily.  
 
One day Leonard received a call from Baton Rouge from a Fiduccia who said, “I think we’re 
cousins.”  Leonard then started attending the annual Fiduccia Family Reunion; there are more 
than 700 members.  He would like to get a page/site setup so that everyone can see how they are 
related. 
 
Leonard’s hobby is hunting and collecting tokens.  He travels to shows and conventions; he just 
returned from Milwaukee where he bought a Shreveport token.  He’s been to Salt Lake City, and 
in October he is going to Dayton, Ohio, in search of tokens.  

 
 

 
 

Member Bonnie Chance lives on 17 plus acres near Waskom, Texas.  There is a pond on the 
farm for the mallards; there are geese and chickens, too, as well as Lucky, a new rescue 
puppy.  Bonnie has lived there since 1992 and loves doing outdoor things like gardening, but she 
was diagnosed with cancer recently, and her energy levels are sometimes too low to do physical 
things.  She now enjoys resting in a favorite chair with her cell phone and Ancestry.com. 
 
Bonnie was born in Haynesville, LA, near the Arkansas border where some of her family 
settled.  She lived in New Orleans for grade school when her father attended LSU Medical 
School, and then she lived there again when her husband, who is now deceased, took his medical 
training.  Bonnie is a registered nurse and worked at the VA in New Orleans.  Later she earned 
her Master's in Behavioral Therapy and retired at age 70 from Brentwood Hospital.  She is now 
widowed and has two grown children, a daughter named Farris, who teaches at University 
Terrace, and son, John Chance, who is an insurance broker.   
 
Bonnie had her DNA tested and learned that a large part of her DNA is from the South of France 
in the Pyrenees Mountain region.  She is interested in researching the name Modisette, which is 
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also spelled Moderset, Motershed, and Mottersett.  Her ancestor is Charles Monroe Mottersett, 
who was born in 1770 and died before the 1820 census in the Kershaw District of South 
Carolina.  Bonnie’s great-grandfather was named Ellen or Ellenberg and lived in southern 
Arkansas.  Bonnie’s maiden name was Hand, and she knows that they were sailors and whalers 
near Long Island, New York.  The name “Hand” may come from “deck hand” or “He’s a good 
hand.”  Bonnie said the Hand men were said to be quite handy.  They suffered at the hands of the 
British Army who confiscated land, crops, livestock, and other property.     
 

 
 

Member Dave Montgomery was born in Brazil, Indiana, but when he was a toddler, his mother 
followed her brothers to work in the shipyards of Houston during WWII.  He grew up in San 
Antonio, and after 30 years in the Air Force, he retired and settled in Bossier City.  Dave was 
interested in business and management and earned a Bachelor of Arts in business management 
and then his Master of Arts in Human Relations.  Dave worked at the VA Hospital 10 years and 
then became the Business Manager at LSU School of Medicine.  
 
He used to be an avid bowler, but his health prevents that now.  He gets exercise by working in 
his yard, and he also keeps the large cement drainage ditch behind his home neat and clean. 
 
Dave enjoys genealogy and has learned that he is 45% British.  He wants to learn more about 
Montgomery and his mom’s name, Hagerman, as well as the names Edwards, Miles, and 
Aycock.   
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Writing Your Own Obituary 
Contributed by Sarah (Sally) Greene Hamer 

 
Since you are like no other being ever created since the beginning of 

time, you are incomparable. 
– Brenda Ueland 
 
 

How is our story told? Sometimes, the only 
opportunity we have is through an inch-high 
notice in the newspaper – an obituary – which 
may be written during the throes of grief by 
our families. 
 
Writing your own obituary can be difficult. 
After all, it’s “The Last Hurrah,” and for most 
of us, it may be the only time we’re mentioned 

in the newspaper. Do you really want it to be nothing more than your birth and 
death date, funeral arrangements, and names of close family? 
 
Imagine if you could tell your own story. If you could: 
 
 have the opportunity to say what you want to say about yourself 
 include items that your family may not be aware of or have forgotten 
 exhibit your personality instead of a resume 
 leave a lasting legacy for your descendants 
  alleviate some of the stress of your death for your family 
 have your wishes honored 
 exhibit your personality instead of a resume 

 
 

How do you write an obituary? By creating a document that reflects who you 
really are. Here are four tips to get you started: 
 

1.   Face your own mortality 
 
Most people who attend my classes to write their own obituary are courageous, 
genuine, and caring. They realize that death is just part of living and that by taking 
care of their business, they are relieving their loved ones of a sad duty. They’re 
willing to take some of the burden away by documenting the important things so 
their family doesn’t have to.  
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2.   Gather information 
 
A lovely lady who is a true force to be reckoned with in my home town decided to 
write her obituary and asked me to help. She had scrapbooks full of newspaper 
clippings and pictures that documented her years as a community leader and 
business owner. We sat together, and as I took notes, we laughed and cried over 
her accomplishments, the foremost of which was her great pride in her sons.  
She knew that her loved ones may not easily and quickly find all the information 
they’d need to create the massive obituary she wanted placed in the paper, so we 
put it into order for them. They won’t have to worry about missing something 
important when the time comes.  
 
Your own endeavors may not include speaking before Congress, as hers does, but 
no matter what you have accomplished, your family will find it important.  
 

3.   Just do it 
 
We’d all like to think that we’re immortal or that ‘I have plenty of time.’ But 
chances are that neither is true. I suggest that today is the day for you to sit down 
and write down your thoughts.  
 
Take your time. Write some today and some tomorrow.  
 
Think about the things that are important to you. The people you loved. The 
achievements that make you proud. The things you’d like to be remembered for.  
 
These are the things that people want to know about you, now and in the future. 
 
 
4.  Final Tips 

 
Don’t worry that whatever you write isn’t 
perfect. You’re not perfect either.  
 
Make it real. Make it sincere. Make it you. 
 
Write as you feel comfortable, like you’re 
sitting across the table from someone you 
love, telling them the story of your life. If 
you’re funny, be funny. If you’re 
philosophical, be philosophical. But be 
yourself, no matter what. 
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Don’t worry about length. Write what you want. It can be shortened for the 
newspaper later. 
 
Remember, this may be the greatest gift you can leave your family. And it allows 
you to tell the world how incomparable your life actually was. 
 
Have you written your own obituary? Why not? 
 
I wish to express gratitude to the giants whose shoulders I stand on and who taught me so much 
about the writing craft. I would list every one, if it were only possible. 

 
 
Sarah (Sally) Hamer is a lover of books, a teacher of writers, and a 
believer in a good story. Most of all, she is eternally fascinated by 
people and how they 'tick.' She’s passionate about helping people tell 
their own stories, whether through fiction or through memoir. Writing in 
many genres - mystery, science fiction, fantasy, romance, medieval 
history, non-fiction – she has won awards at both local and national 
levels, including two Golden Heart finals. 
 
 

A teacher of memoir, beginning and advanced creative-fiction writing, and screenwriting at 
Louisiana State University in Shreveport for over twelve years, she also teaches online for 
Margie Lawson at www.margielawson.com. Sally is a free-lance editor and book coach, with 
many of her students and clients becoming successful, award-winning authors.  
You can find her at hamerse@bellsouth.net 
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Spring Street Museum 
Contributed by Jim Johnson 

We were fortunate to have Mr. Marty Loschen, curator of the Spring Street Museum, as our 
guest speaker at our September 8 meeting.  He presented a very informative overview of the 
museum, including its history, artifacts collection, and its overall mission of keeping 
Shreveport’s history alive. He also discussed and showed photographs of several archaeological 
projects that he participated in and around the Shreveport area which has uncovered more of 
Shreveport’s past. Make plans to visit this museum at 525 Spring Street in Shreveport!
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Cemetery Preservation in Louisiana 
Contributed by Sarah Zeagler White 

 

In researching the current conditions of historic cemetery preservation in Louisiana, one fact is 
clear: there is little governmental help. In June, 2010, the state legislature passed the Louisiana 
Historic Cemetery Preservation Act that is administered through the Department of Culture, 
Recreation, and Tourism with an advisory board and trust fund established by donations. It gives 
the state jurisdiction over “historic cemeteries that are not under the jurisdiction of the Louisiana 
Cemetery Board, are not on state lands, and are not solely comprised of unmarked graves”. 
Dr. Charles McGimsey, State Archaeologist and Director of the Division of Archaeology, said 
that the law was passed to take care of abandoned cemeteries, but the board and trust fund were 
never established. Groups applying for the free permits to clean up cemeteries need to submit 
written details of their plans. Dr. McGimsey said few people have requested the permits, and the 
state doesn’t help with the clean-up. 

The National Center for Preservation, Technology & Training (https://www.ncptt.nps.gov/) 
has a wealth of information on its website for those interested in cemetery conservation. They do 
not help with the work or cost of cemetery preservation. Jason Church, a material conservator at 
their headquarters in Natchitoches, LA, will be conducting a workshop next year on September 
27, 2019, at Shreveport’s Greenwood Cemetery. He also has a private gravestone cleaning and 
preservation business. 

The Louisiana Chapter of the Association for Gravestone Studies was formed by the 
international group last year. Jason Church is one of the board members. The nonprofit 
organization was founded in 1977 “for the purpose of furthering the study and preservation of 
gravestones.” They are pictured on their Instagram account working on headstones at the 
Chalmette National Cemetery. According to their Facebook page, they are hosting a Gravestone 
Studies at 10 a.m. on Saturday, October 13, 2018, at the main branch of the Lafayette Public 
Library to view Jeremy Broussard's documentary, “Grave House Legends.” The documentary 
explores the last of Louisiana’s Cajun Grave Houses. After the documentary, they will be 
traveling to Istre Cemetery in Morse, LA, to see the grave houses featured in the documentary.  
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